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Thoughts from the Pastor

|l saiah 6: 8 Then | heard the voice of th
who will go for us?6 And | said, O6Here am

Acts 26:16-18 Jesus said to Paul: *® But get up and stand on your feet; for |
have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you to serve and testify to the
things in which you have seen me and to those in which | will appear to you. '’ |
will rescue you from your people and from the Gentiles-- to whom | am sending
you 2 to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from
the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a

place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’

What is our purpose? Why should we do what we do? What significance does
Friendship have? What significance do we have in our community? Is there a

FrlendShlp purpose for this church and its people?

Lately we have had many conversations about our significance as a community,
Lutheran our purpose, and the significance Friendship Lutheran Church has. We have
been reviewing what it means to do ministry and the way we do ministry. We
Ch h have asked ourselves these difficult questions in an attempt to answer Pastor
UrC Rushawés question p dsec&xternally Foosused Churchi il b ook

your congregation packed up and moved today would anyone in the community

notice?o Al ong the way we have quantifie
M arCh 20 10 We have weighed our efforts and still have found ourselves wanting. After sev-
eral weeks of reflecting, Lent has brought to us a time of deeper relationships

and faith.
M |SS|On For the past couple weeks we have, and for the next several we will continue to
refl ect on | saiah6s encounter with the fi
S ally pausing to reflect on Godés holiness
ta.te m e nt love we are deepening our understanding of what it means to be a congregation

centered and focused on Him. And through our journey together we have dis-
LI n kl n H an dS covered that we could be doing more: we could be more engaged in the Word,
g in worship, in service. And the energy of this community has reflected this grow-

0 i [ for Discipleship as we respon
With Godand "° """

. Friendship Church is a growing and thriving part of the Body of Christ because
Nelghbor its members are full of the Spirit and de
strongly within our community that is getting deeper everyday as we move
through our Lenten journey of reflection
by And through our reflecting on our purpose and praying for the strength to take
responsibility for the ministries which God has given us, we are being trans-
formed into a new identity in the world and greater Body of Christ. These are

GrOWIng Our exciting times and challenging times; ind

heart. We do not know the future plans that God has in store for us, we can

Faith, Fami |y only ask that we may be a part of them.
2 ’
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Growing Our Faith

Isaiah 6: 1-8

! In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe
filled the temple. > Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two
they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. * And they were calling to one another: "Holy, holy, holy is the
LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” * At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds
shook and the temple was filled with smoke. ° "Woe to me!" | cried. "I am ruined! For | am a man of unclean lips,
and | live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty." ° Then one of the
seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. * With it he touched my
mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for." ® Then | heard
the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall | send? And who will go for us?" And | said, "Here am |. Send me!"

Wednesday Lent Services Good Friday April 2 Easter Service April 4
7 pm with dinner at 6:15 pm. Dinner at 6:15pm Breakfast at 9:00am
Sermon SeriesThe Fires of God Worship at 7:00pm Worship at 10am

Wed Mar 3rdl The Fire that Destroys
Wed Mar 10th The Fire that Purifies
Wed Mar 17t The Fire that Rages

Wed Mar 24tB The Fire that Refines jy

ELCA Town Hall Meeting

In December 2009, ELCA Presiding markable opportunity for all of us to The webcast will be held at the
Bishop Mark S. Hanson hosted our engage in conversation with each church at 5:00pm if anyone is inter-
first-ever online Town Hall forum. other and with the presiding bishop! ested in attending. We will be
able to participate

Easter Egg hunt at 11:30am

Grill out following the hunt!

| hope you were one of the thou- I 6m .h appy t through the meeting
sands of ELCA members across you to join us for our . i

: by sending question
the country who watched and par- second online Town
- o . . on Facebook and
ticipated online in a nationwide con- Hall forum on Sunday, Twitter
versation about the mission and March 7, at 4 p.m. '
ministry of this church. What a re- CST.

Opportunities for Service

PPSSTE Chili Struck By Massive Earthquake HELPING NEIGHBORS

Grace and Mercy Ministriesould use At 1:30am ESTon February 27,2010,a At Fri endship, weodre
ourhelpallyearlong. et 6 s t r y massive rgagnitude 8.8 earthquake hit  sharing the love of God in practical

lect the much needed items for lent. Chile, killing at least 122 people. Thisis  ways through helping our neighbors

Pasta, Peanut butter, Tuna, Soups, the worst earthquake to hit that country in and community. This ministry is a
Saucesé. Donot f or glvparsiPlgasedg gverdoghgtiend-  great way to help a family in need in

items to your  grocery list to help ship Lutheran Church Blog and postif o ctical, relevant ways by providing

replenish their shelves. you like to read about the relief effort the ¢4 ¢|othing, cleaning assistance, and
ELCA has underway. Financial Contribu- basic home repairs that could not be

tions to support earthquake relief in Chile done without vour hel
can be made driendshipcincy.org. y P-
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https://community.elca.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2felca.org%2ftownhall&srcid=16308&srctid=1&erid=297409
https://community.elca.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2felca.org%2ftownhall&srcid=16308&srctid=1&erid=297409
https://community.elca.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2ftownhall&srcid=16308&srctid=1&erid=297409
https://community.elca.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2felca.org%2ftownhall&srcid=16308&srctid=1&erid=297409

Prayer Concerns

-Earthquake victims, volunteers and
their families in Haiti

-Earthquake victims, volunteers and
their families in Chili

-Ginger Kashner, mother of Carol Bar- the will of God.

rett, for strength and healing

-Mike McAffry, brother of Bonita
Hotze, and family for strength and
healing

-Dominic, nephew of Rochelle Feine,
for healing from hernia surgery

-Tyler, son of Steve and Rochelle
Feine, for healing and recovery from
surgery

-safety for our military service mem-
bers home and abroad.

GOSPEL Journey

Please remember these other joys
and concerns

Pray for Sinanzinkosi Moyg who our
congregation sponsors through World

Pray for Gotddlsvorlgui d
leaders and that their wills be open to

Pray for our Prayer Partners in mis-
sion, Peace Lutheran of Hillsboro,
Faith Lutheran of Wilmington, Summit
Behavioral Healthcare Chaplain of Cin-
cinnati, Atonenent Lutheran of Spring-
dale and Miami University Lutheran
Campus Ministry

Pray for peaceto come quickly where
here is war and conflict.

Pray for safety for those defending
and building peace.

Vision. Qur sponsorship helps Si-
n&nZifikSsi and her fellow villagers

from Zimbabwae to have schools, clean
drinking water and the opportunity to
know and follow Jesus.

Pray for the Southern Ohio Synod
and Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA), asking God to grow
the body of Christ where we are.

Prayer is a privilege given by God to
us .
grows the list of thanksgiving prayers
and, hopefully diminishes the prayer of
needs.

Letds pray

Your i fe in

Chr i s God created usitobl With Bim.&
was the last time you talked to someone

Genesis 1

about Christ? Was is today? Yesterday?

Last week?

Not all of us are comfortable talking
about our faith with a friend or
stranger. But if we did we may help
the person we are talking to become
one with Christ.

Lets work with the GOSPEL to help us

get out of our comfort zone.

Finances

Our sins separate us from God.
Genesis 3

Sins cannot be removed by good deeds.
Genesis Malachi 4

Paying the price for sin, Jesus died and
rose again. Matthesvuke

Everyone who trusts in Him alone has
eternal life. John

L ife with Jesus stays now and lasts for
ever. ActsRevelation

Wh e Iror more information about this go to

gospeljourney.com

| challenge you to share the
GOSPEL with strangers you
meet, each day. You never
know who is going through a
difficult time and needs to hear
the comforting
love. If you want to learn how
to share this message join our

blog conversations or see Pastor

Ron for new ministries that are
being shaped by the GOSPEL.

Year to Date Finance Reporfzag

For February
Income-$16,572
Expenses$22,207

Year to date difference
($5,635)

) First month partici-
b pants loade®1,700.

d If you would like a
card, see Pastor Ron.

t o

It 0s
use it like a credit card. It can be loaded
before or after making purchases by any
cashier. And the card can be used to pur-
chase gas! This is easy free money to sup
port the ministries of Friendship.

easy us e ,

February Attendance

February 7 47
Felsrbary mad thel cBg d
February 21 53
February 28 60
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Growing Our Family

Friendship's Ladies Book Group meets the first Monday of
each month at the Tall Trees club house. We have been meet-
ing for almost five years. Posted in our narthex is a complete
list of book selections. Our books are checked out from the
Amelia Library by a book club leader. We are able to keep the
book all month. We usually begin our meetings with a book
discussion moving onto warm fellowship discussions. Our
March book is The Third Angel by Alice Hoffman. Our April
read will be Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie
Ford. Join us on Monday April 5 at 7:00PM.

Keep in mind, reading the book is not required for attending -
we just have a great time that happens to center around a
RIS hook!

Easter April 4

We will be having our Annual Easter
C&LEVOI&S Pancake Breakfast at 9:00 am on Apyil
4th before our Easter Service. Freewill
donation will be accepted to cover the
Spiritual Growth: cost.

Discovering Simple Ways to Pray In addition to our wonderful start we
Easing the Burden of Stress will have an Easter Egg Hunt for the
children followed by a grill out.

New this month:

Prayer: . . .

Drawing Nearer to God - 4 Simple Steps Invite your family, friends and

Praying When You're Afraid neighbors to make this a great success

Praying When You're Worried as we celebrate the resurrection of
Christ.

Childrer_1: _ . Tuesday Bible Studyat 7:00 pm.

Answering Your Children's Questions About Come for the continued study of the

God book of Nehemiah. Bible Study is cgn-

40 Ways to Pray for Your Kids ducted at the church.

Teaching Children Simple Ways to Pray

Fun Time for the Kids!

Youth Night Pre-hunt egg stuffingwill be March 19th Sunday School time change

starting at 7:00 pm at the church. If you are
Bble , please start bringing in items to stuff
the eggs so we have a great hunt for the

for 1st thru 6th grade will be happenin
Friday March 12th from 6:39 8:30

We are trying something new ,
Normally Sunday School goes until the

pm here at the church. Pizza will be children Childrenb6s message,
provided, but a freewill donation is readings. We are now moving the read-
accepted to help cover the cost. This ing and sermon earlier with the chil-

will give the children an opportunity to dren's message later in the service so

continue and expand on the discussions
happening in Sunday School. Q\\L \k school and the parents can have an op-
(= portunity to be better engaged with the
N A -

Q the children have more time in Sunday

- A = .
== > sermon. Let us know what you think!

T O 7O ’
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Ministry Volunteers

Greeter/Usher Communion Fellowship
07-Mar Jerry & Cheryl Weyant Tim & Judy Toerner Vickey Herdtner
14-Mar Fran & Mike K Donna Seckman Bonita Hotze
21-Mar Stephanie and Tim Debbie Snokes Fran K & Linda Kinney

Schumacher
28-Mar Rochelle Feine & Betsy |Charlene & Savanna Hauke Carol Barrett
DeVore

During Dara and

Pete Wagner 6s absenc

New Council Members

e, please see Linda

President: Laurel Vogel
Vice PresidentBill Hertner
Secretary: Rochelle Feine

Treasurer: Steve Feine

Ministry Team Leads May God embrace you and give

Outreach: Debbie Snoke

Stewardship: Stephanie
Schumacher

Faith Education: Charlene
Hauke

Small Group: Pete Wagner
Property: open

you the wisdom to lead and engage

our church community by
Agrowing our Fa

Did You Know???

¢ Friendship has new members
on the church council?

¢ Friendship had the Annual Con-
gregational Meeting on Febru-
ary 14th?

e The book club's first meeting
was in Aug. of 2005? the Gos-
pel and what The Cause is all
about?

e That Friendship has a BLOG
and an active website?

4 members attended a Youth
Conference in Columbus, OH
for two days learning about the
GOSPEL.

Friendship receives $1 for every
person who attends Zoomba?

Every Confirmand has a prayer
partner that meets with them
once a month?

Carol Barrett and Mike Cheney
are on the Pastoral Relations
Committee

e Script orders are due March 21
to Stephanie Schumacher?

e Volunteers clean the church
every Thursday at 6:30pm

o Pastor Ron will lead a Lutheran
Disaster Response training in
April to help prepare volunteers.

e Crosspoint Magazine is avail-
able on the information table?

it h,
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Growing Our Friends

Craft Fun for all!  Join us for our
monthly scrapbook/craft night on
Friday, March 19th from 6pm - mid-
night. Any crafts are wel-

come!! Big tables are set up so
you'll have plenty of work-

space! Snacks are pro-

vided. Please join us for this op-
portunity for fellowship, food and
FUN! If you have questions,
please contact Carol Barrett or
Amity Mathews.

Let 6s Cel

What isZumba?

If you want to shed pounds, have fun
and make friends in a fun party atmos-
phere?Zumba is for you!You could
burn up to 1000 calorigs a workout
during an one hour clas$lo dance
experience necessary to attend the
class. | like to make it fun for every-
one.

Wear comfortable clothes, shoes that
have worn or flat soles and bring wa-
ter and a towel Also, Zumba is for
people of all walks of life beginner-

Monday®6s
pm. Wednesday will be changed to 6:30

at 6:30

intermediate pro! Visit my Website: Starting on March 31st. Cost is $5.00 per

ZumbawithRobin@webs.com for
more information.

Robin

class.

Come join the Partyl

pm an

ebr at eé

Jan Witkowski
Kaley Collins

Debbie Snoke
Don Niemeier

Aaron Hauke

March 2 Tim Schumacher March 11
March 2 Tim Toerner March 23
March 4 Izaiah Hauke March 23
March 10 Christa Vogel March 28
March 11

Activities and Dates to Remember

Newport Aquarium Faith Weekend
March 13th and 14th. All tickets
$12:00. See Pastor Ron for Sheet to
order Tickets

Faith Day at the Great American
Ball Park: come watch the Reds vs.

Braves game, then stay after for a post
game concert featuring MercyMe. Visit

www.reds.com/faithdafor more
details.

Seniorfest 2010for anyone over the
age of 50 will be held at Epiphany Lu-
theran in Dayton. Registration is open,
cost is $10:00 per person. Guest
speaker is Dr Mark Allen Powell. Song
Leaders are the Worship Team from

Benefit Concert for First Lutheran
provided by the Cincinnati Symphony
Brass Choir and the String Quartet
from the Cincinnati Chamber orchestra
will be held on March 7th from 3:00 to
5:00 atGood Shepherd Lutheranat

Prince of Peace in Loveland, See Pastol 7701 Kenwood Rd, Cincinnati Tick-

Ron for more details or to register.

ets are $25 per person or $75 per fam-
ily. There is limited Seating so order
your tickets by calling 891700.
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